The State of Microfinance in SAARC countries

InM has completed a study report on the State of Microfinance in South Asia. The main objective of the study is to present a comprehensive picture of the microfinance sector in South Asia from both supply and demand sides. 

Consultants from the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) have prepared comprehensive country reports on all eight South Asian countries- : Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. In this report the origin, growth and development of the microfinance industry have been discussed. The effectiveness of microfinance in poverty alleviation and the issue of sustainability of the microfinance institutions (MFIs) and/or self help groups (SHG) were also discussed.

Country papers contain detailed information and analysis on microfinance models innovated and practiced in each of the member states. The performances of MFIs, with respect to the impact of microfinance at the household level were considered. A brief review of the regulatory rule in each country was also incorporated in the documents. The reports conclude with a chapter devoted to the challenges facing MFIs and/or SHGs groups in respective countries.

InM hopes to disseminate the findings of this study on ‘State of Microfinance in SAARC countries’ through a regional conference in Kathmandu later the year.  Meanwhile the individual country reports are posted on InM website. 

Any opinions expressed and policy suggestions proposed in the documents are the authors’ own and do not necessarily reflect the views of InM. The reports also do not represent the official stand of the Governments of the countries studied.  

Please visit www.inm.org.bd to access the country reports.
